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Plummergen village folk are keen as mustard to beat neighboring Murreystone and win the Best

Kept Village competition. Art teacher Miss Seeton is asked to create some Before and After

pictures, showing residents of The Street how to improve the look of their houses. Yet one of her

sketches is worrying, showing her own cottage, Sweetbriars, amidst billowing smoke, all too

reminiscent of the current spate of murderous arson being investigated. Then another, that looks at

first like a cosy Wind in the Willows scene seems to hint at something very dark lurking in the

shadows . . .Serene amidst every kind of skullduggery, this eccentric English spinster steps in

where Scotland Yard stumbles, armed with nothing more than her sketchpad and umbrella!
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My thanks to the publisher and NetGalley for so kindly giving me an ARC in return for an honest

review. I always feel like I am so lucky since I really love this series. Miss Seeton is an absolutely

wonderful character to base the series on and the possiblities are endless and although I know this

is not the first book written by an author other than the original author, this is the first one where I

really became accepting of that. The story is worded differently and there does not seem to be as



much chaos but I just love the books no matter who is writing them. With that being said, there really

is just as much to love as there always was. With each new book, the characters and village have

grown so in that respect, it would have happened anyways. I swear Miss Seeton has some magical

secret to staying so active and able bodied and I wish I could get my hands on that yoga book of

hers. Her mind as always is sharp as a tack and her energy seems boundless. This book was nice

since it really seems to bring the village together as they try to win the competition, it seems as if

there is pride of their home and all are willing to participate. For such a small village, things never

seem dull and of course, you know wherever Miss Emily Seeton is, trouble follows. No matter what

seems unconnected at any given point, everything always works out in the end. The nice thing

about this is that the book is nicely finished but leaves the reader wanting more adventures. One of

my favorite things about this series is how previous characters are able to make a reappearance in

the story, in this book it would be Benbow and Mel Forby. I am thinking that Ms.
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